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CROP SUMMARY FOR WEEK ENDING MAY 15, 2005

Hot and dry weather prevailed for most of the week in the Commonwealth with the exception of the
weekend.  Parts of the state had to deal with thunderstorms that produced high winds and hail.  Many
farmers were able to get a great amount of fieldwork done.  Days suitable for fieldwork were 6.0.  Many
producers continued planting corn and soybeans.  Some farmers began to harvest their first cutting of hay.
Vegetables are beginning to grow following the cool and dry weather we experienced during the past few
weeks.  It was reported that many farmers are concerned about the amount of rain that has fallen this year.
The hot and dry weather is causing subsoil moisture to be depleted each day and plant growth is slowing.
Some areas of the state are reporting that the dry weather conditions may reduce hay yields.  Other farming
activities include fence building, sheep shearing, fertilizing meadows, scouting small grains for disease and
insects, planting Christmas tree seedlings, and doing roadwork.    

TOPSOIL MOISTURE PERCENT

Week Ending Very Short Short Adequate Surplus

April 17, 2005 1 5 66 28

April 24, 2005 0 7 75 18

May 1, 2005 0 14 73 13

May 8, 2005 1 22 69 8

May 15, 2005 4 32 59 5
`

CROP CONDITION PERCENT

Crop Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

Pastures 1 6 32 52 9

Livestock 0 1 17 70 12

Hay, (other) 0 10 41 44 5

Hay, (alfalfa) 0 3 37 56 4

Corn 0 3 30 56 11

Winter Wheat 3 9 25 53 10

Barley 2 7 22 53 16

Tobacco, Flue-Cured 0 5 51 38 6

Tobacco, Burley 0 0 3 95 2

Tobacco, Dark Fire-Cured 0 0 25 75 0

Cotton 0 8 28 64 0

Summer Potatoes 5 10 30 50 5

Apples, (all) 0 0 42 58 0

Peaches 0 8 28 60 4

Grapes 0 0 18 72 10

CROP PROGRESS PERCENT -  WITH COMPARISONS

Crop This Week Last Week Last Year 5 Year

Corn Planted 81 73 80 79

Corn Emerged 54 42 53 34

Soybeans Planted 17 8 19 15

Soybeans Emerged 3 0 4 2

Winter Wheat Headed 64 39 90 50

Tobacco, Flue-Cured Transplanted 77 N/A 71 63

Tobacco, Burley Transplanted 6 N/A 17 14

Tobacco, Dark Fire-Cured Transplanted 35 N/A 49 42

Peanuts Planted 39 10 49 62

Cotton Planted 77 61 84 85
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